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Sermon for Easter Monday. 
Acts 26, 22—29. 


The Easter message which has again gladdened our hearts is 
not a message of uncertain tradition. It is a message resting on 
the testimony of unimpeachable witnesses, and the foundation of 
incontrovertible facts. The men who were chosen to be witnesses 
of Christ’s resurrection were themselves exceedingly slow to be- 
lieve. It was announced to them by persons whose word they had 
not the least reason to doubt, yet they would not believe until the 
Lord Himself came to them and invited them to feel Him, and to 
convince themselves that it was He. Thomas would not even re- 
ceive the unanimous testimony of his ten associates, but declared: 
“Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, 
I will not believe.”’ 

Yes, the disciples were almost obstinately unbelieving. The 
Lord had foretold them, foretold them over and again, what would 
come to pass with Him at Jerusalem, that He would be bound, 
spitted on, scourged, crucified, but that on the third day He would 
rise again. Now the disciples had seen that He was bound, spitted 
on, scourged, and crucified just as He had foretold them. Should 
they not have argued: Our beloved Master has been treated as He 
said He would be, and He will certainly do what He promised, He 
will rise again? Would we not expect those men to have hurried 
to Joseph’s garden early in the morning after the Sabbath to see 
their Master rise? But where did the morning of the third day find 
them? Hiding behind locked doors. And when the news of the 
Lord’s resurrection is brought them, they shake their heads, this 
thing could not be so. Considering the whole situation, we must 
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say, those men, Peter, James, John, and the rest of them, were 
hard-headed fellows who would not be persuaded unless they could 
see Jesus with their eyes and could touch and feel Him with their 
hands. These were the kind of witnesses we needed, men who 
were themselves hard to convince, trustworthy witnesses in every 
respect. 

But there were men at Jerusalem who were by no means so 
slow to believe the resurrection of Jesus as were His own disciples. 
If the disciples forgot what He had foretold, the chief priests did 
not, and when the soldiers came running to report His resurrec- 
tion, they were not taken by surprise. They made no attempt to 
deny it, neither did they go to examine the sepulcher. With large 
money they bribed the guards to keep the thing secret. Here we 
have this peculiar phenomenon: the Lord’s enemies at once admit 
the fact of His resurrection, His own disciples are hard to convince. 
We see something similar in our days. Missionaries go forth and 
preach the resurrection of Jesus Christ in heathen lands and they 
find faith, and at home, in Christian lands, many thousands pro- 
nounce it a fable. While many heathen are coming into the king- 
dom, we must beware lest we, the children of the kingdom, be cast 
out because of unbelief. Let me therefore to-day present to you: 


PAUL’S SOLEMN WITNESS OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION BEFORE 
KING AGRIPPA, 
containing 
I. His appeal to the prophets ; 


II. His appeal to known facts. 


LT. 


Our text is taken from Paul’s last defense at Caesarea before 
he was taken to Rome. At Jerusalem the Jews laid hands on Paul 
and would have killed him had he not been saved by Lysias, com- 
mander of the Roman garrison. That same day more than forty 
Jews bound themselves by oath not to eat or drink until they would 
have killed Paul. Apprised of this, Lysias sent Paul under a strong 
guard to Caesarea to the Roman governor Felix. Felix examined 
Paul and found him guilty of no crime, but held him prisoner to 
extort money from him or from his friends. After two years Porcius 
Festus was appointed governor in place of Felix. Festus finding 
no guilt in Paul proposed to take him to Jerusalem and have him 
tried there, but Paul appealed to Caesar, that is, to the imperial 
court at Rome. This placed Festus in a predicament. Every Roman 
citizen had the right of appeal to the imperial court. So Festus was 
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obliged to send Paul to Rome, and yet there was no accusation 
against him except questions concerning the Jewish religion. Cer- 
tainly an awkward thing to send a prisoner without a legal accusa- 
tion against him! 

In those days King ‘Agrippa visited Caesarea, bad when Festus 
told him about Paul’s case, the king expressed a Hee to hear Paul. 
The next day there was a pompous assembly of ladies and courtiers 
in a spacious hall, when Festus commanded Paul to be brought in. 
Soon the clanking of chains was heard, and the greatest of the 
apostles stood before that grand assembly. When Agrippa said to 
Paul, ‘Thou art permitted to speak for thyself,’’ Paul stretched 
forth his hand and said: “I think myself happy, King Agrippa, 
because I shall answer for myself this day before thee, touching all 
the things whereof I am accused of the Jews; especially, because 
I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are 
among the Jews,’’ and he wound up his long speech by saying: 
‘Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, 
witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those 
which the prophets and Moses did say should come: that Christ should 
suffer, and that He should be the first that should rise from the dead, 

and should show light unto the people, and to the Gentiles.’’ 

Paul ascribed it to the help of God that he could still continue 
to witness of Jesus Christ. From the day that he was let down in 
a basket from the wall of Damascus and had escaped into the Ara- 
bian desert his life was one continuous chain of trials, dangers, per- 
secutions, and wonderful escapes till he stood before that brilliant 
assembly at Caesarea. Restlessly had he traveled from land to 
land, always preaching to all with whom he could gain a hearing, 
and always insisting that now were fulfilled the things foretold by 
Moses and the prophets. This was the substance of Paul’s preach- 
ing: What Moses had written 1500 years ago, and what the old 
prophets had said, was now fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth. And of 
these things he specified Christ’s suffering of which the prophets 
so often speak, and His resurrection from the dead foreseen by 
David, Ps. 16, 10, and foretold by Isaiah in the words: ‘When 
Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His 
seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lord 
shall prosper in His hand,’’ Is. 53, 10. By Paul’s preaching the 
Lord did prosper His work and did show light to Jews and Gentiles. 
Preaching the death and resurrection of Christ Paul declared the 
seeking of righteousness in the Law blind zeal, and he pronounced 
the gods of the heathen nothing but idols that could neither hear 
nor help. 
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Is it any wonder that this preaching found the strongest kind 
of opposition both with Jews and Gentiles? The Jews of that period 
were specially zealous for the Law, and when Paul stood up in their 
synagogues and rejected the righteousness of the Law and began to 
preach salvation by grace through faith in Jesus of Nazareth, it is no 
wonder that they were ready to stone him; and when he preached 
that idolatry was the worship of devils, it is no wonder that the 
craftsmen and the priests of Ephesus stirred up a mob to create an 
outcry against him. How the heathen regarded the preaching of 
Christ’s death and resurrection is illustrated in Festus. ‘‘And as he 
thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art 
beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.’ Festus admired 
the eloquence and learning of Paul, but the contents of Paul’s 
speech sounded so strange, so incredible, so nonsensical to him 
that he thought Paul’s brain had been crazed and he must have 
lost his mind. 

It is no wonder whatever that the first preachers of Christ’s 
death and resurrection had to suffer from the fanaticism of the 
Jews and the blindness of the heathen, but this is a wonder that 
the apostles found so much faith both with Jews and Gentiles. 
This visit of Agrippa to Festus took place in 62 A. D., only about 
twenty-nine years after the resurrection of Christ. In less than 
three decades organized Christian churches were spread over that 
vast territory from Babylon in the Hast to Rome in the West. 
Every large city had one or more Christian churches, yea, the Gos- 
pel had made such rapid inroads on idolatry that Demetrius, the 
silversmith of Ephesus, complained that the trade in idols was fast 
diminishing. Taking Jerusalem for a central point there were Chris- 
tian churches in a circle around for hundreds of miles—and all this 
in the space of twenty-nine years. 

I ask, could this have been so if the resurrection of Christ had 
not been a fact? When we consider that Jerusalem was one of the 
most populous and best-known cities of Asia, that anyone could go 
there, visit the localities, and consult the records, that thousands of 
people who had seen Jesus were dwelling there— when we consider 
these things, we must say to the skeptics who call the resurrection 
of Christ a fable: Sirs, you must be beside yourselves, the conceit 
of learning has made you mad. If a man would come here to-day 
preaching that thirty years ago a man who was executed at Rich- 
mond rose from the dead, would we believe that man if it were not 
an indisputable fact? About an occurrence which happened only 
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thirty years ago we could search in the public archives, and we 
could inquire of the people in the state capital, and we would not 
and could not be deceived by a mere fable. The idea that a fable 
would have found such implieit and such universal faith in so short 
a space of time is too extravagant to be taken seriously. 

Paul verily had good reason to answer: ‘‘J am not mad, most 
noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness. For 
the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for 
I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; for 
this thing was not done in a corner.’ Agrippa was acquainted with 
the things which Paul mentioned in his long discourse. They were 
not new to him, and he expressed no surprise at them, like Festus, 
who had but lately come to Palestine. Certainly, if the death and 
resurrection of Christ had not been a fact known to the inhabit- 
ants of Palestine, Agrippa himself, and those that had come with 
him, could at once have refuted Paul. But none had a word to say 
against it. 

Instead of being contradicted Paul rather made a strong plea to 
the king, saying: ‘‘King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know 
that thou believest.’? He said: Thou, Agrippa, art acquainted with 
the writings of the ancient prophets, and thou knowest that their 
prophecies have at all times come true. Thou knowest that Jesus 
went about performing the miracles foretold by the prophets; thou 
knowest that He died and rose again according to the Scriptures. 
Wilt thou not receive this Jesus, the Savior of the soul from sin and 
everlasting death? 

The words of Paul made such a powerful impression on Agrippa 
that he said: ‘‘ Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.’’ Agrippa 
was a voluptuous and ambitious man, and yet he was almost per- 
suaded to join this so greatly hated and despised sect of Christians. 
Could Agrippa have spoken in this way, if he had not known the 
resurrection of Christ to be a fact? Agrippa knew the occurrences 
at Jerusalem, but in the whirl of a voluptuous life, and given to 
political intrigues and ambitions, he paid little attention to religion. 
He had come to Caesarea with great pomp, and here a man whose 
name he had heard talks to him of that Jesus of Nazareth and the 
resurrection of the dead. This came on that worldly and sensuous 
man at an unexpected time and place, and he'could not altogether 
foreclose himself against the piercing power of Paul’s words, and 
perhaps half unwittingly the confession escaped his lips: ‘‘ Almost 
thou persuadest me to be a Christian.’”? When I consider what man- 
ner of man Agrippa was I want no stronger proof that the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus was a fact well known in all those lands. 
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Seeing the impression which his words had made Paul pressed 
his suit still further, saying: “I would to God, that not only thou, 
but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether 
such as I am, except these bonds.’’ Notwithstanding the chain which 
he wore Paul was a happier man than either Agrippa or Festus, and 
for no consideration would he have changed places with them. Yet 
in wishing that they were like him he excepts his bonds. To be in 
bonds was not pleasant. And why was Paul wearing chains? He 
might have procured the money to bribe the governor long ago, but 
he was content to wear chains, because it was in honor of Jesus 
whom he preached, and because the Lord had said to him that he 
must bear witness of Him at Rome. Could we assume that this 
man Paul was helping to spread a fable? Did he wear chains for 
years together to establish a falsehood? Then certainly he would 
have been what Festus said of him, a madman, one of the greatest 
fools of all ages. Paul knew the resurrection of Jesus to be a fact, 
and he rather went in chains than to deny this fact. 

Let us see that we be not almost Christians, like Agrippa, but 
altogether Christians, like Paul. To be almost a Christian will save 
no man. Agrippa knew the facts about Jesus of Nazareth, but he 
did not want to be a follower of this despised and rejected Jesus. 
The Holy Ghost convinced him by the words of Paul, the drawing 
of the Father was upon him, but he preferred this world’s glories 
and pleasures. 

This generation of almost Christians has by no means died out. 
There are those who go to church and who sometimes feel the power 
of God’s Word, but their hearts are too deeply entangled in the love 
of sin, in making money, in seeking honors and pleasures, and they 
never get beyond being almost Christians. Let us so loose our hearts 
from all earthly things as to be altogether Christians, ready to do 
and to suffer all things for the name of Jesus and His truth. What if 
men do say that we are bigoted? What matters it if we must suffer 
the ridicule of the world? Are not these things trifling tests in com- 
parison to the things which the apostles were called on to suffer? 
But there is an evidence of faith which we are called on to give as 
well as the apostles. We are no more to live unto ourselves, but 
unto Him that died for us and rose again. As He rose physically, 
so let us rise morally. Because He rose from the sepulcher for our 
justification before God, let us arise from sin and live unto righteous- 
ness. Amen. F. KurGELE, C. P. 
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Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Fourth Sunday in Lent. 
JoHN 6, 1—15. 


A remarkable sequel to the feeding of the five thousand men 
is recorded at the end of our Gospel, v. 15. So agreeably surprised 
were the people that they determined to make this man Jesus of 
Nazareth their king. These thousands of people were on their way 
to Jerusalem to attend the feast of the Passover. In the beginning 
of the Gospel we are told, ‘‘ After these things... . and the Passover, 
a feast of the Jews, was nigh,’’ vv. 1—4. They had met Jesus at 
Capernaum. They stopped in their journey, attracted by His 
miracles. But when upon them all He had performed such a 
stupendous miracle as to feed them all, their enthusiasm knew no 
bounds. Here was the promised Messiah, the great King for 
whom they were looking. The best thing to do now was to take 
Him by force, hurry to Jerusalem with Him, and seat Him on 
David’s throne. He would surely do away with every disease, and 
none of His loyal subjects would ever have to suffer want. — To 
this day people endeavor to take Jesus by force and to make of 
Him an earthly king of whom they expect that He should make 
life pleasant for them, do away with all their ills, and feed them. 
Never has the idea that Jesus is the Savior of the body only, a 
Savior for this life, taken such a hold upon men as in our days. 
Not eternal life, heaven, forgiveness of sin, peace with God do men 
seek of Christ, but temporal happiness. Among the greatest de- 
ceivers in that line are the Christian Scientists. Others, building 
upon the foundation of these false apostles, have already gone 
further and declare that disease is a crime, because everybody had 
within himself the power to be without disease. They claim that 
health, prosperity, happiness, and all else that is good in this life is 
to be expected of Christ.— But what did Christ do when they at- 
tempted to make Him an earthly king? He withdrew from the 
people into a mountain, and they were left without Him. And so 
the Christian Scientists and all their ilk are left without Christ, 
though they profess their allegiance to Him, and Christ is on the 
mountain, in His Church, against which even the gates of hell shall 
not prevail. He will not forsake us as long as we trust in Him, 
and abide by His life-giving Word. 


THE LORD WILL PROVIDE FOR HIS PEOPLE. 


I. For their spiritual needs. 
II. For their bodily wants. 
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I. 


a. Text, vv. 5—9. Jesus did not intend to buy bread. He 
put the question to Philip to prove him, to elicit from him an an- 
swer of faith. Both Philip and Andrew had to admit that with their 
limited resources in money and victuals these thousands could never 
be fed. They should have expressed their faith in Christ’s ability 
to provide. It was their spiritual need to which the Lord attended 
when He put the question to Philip. — And so did Christ, first of 
all, attend to the spiritual needs of that vast throng that followed 
Him into the wilderness, Mark 6, 34. Luke 9, 11. 


b. Application. God provides, first of all, for the spiritual 
needs of His people. Christ is the Savior, first of all, of the soul. 
Our greatest troubles and sorest needs are not temporal ills and 
bodily ailments, but our greatest distress is our sin and the fact 
that because of our sins we have forfeited our right to a blissful 
hereafter. Our sin is the great gulf which separates us from our 
God. Eternal damnation is our inevitable doom if this malady is 
not removed from us. Sin is not an illusion, 1 John 1,8. Sin is 
our greatest trouble upon this earth and our sorest need. But God, 
in His unbounded love, provides for this need. He has His pre- 
cious Word proclaimed to us, which informs us that our sins have 
all been blotted out with Jesus’ blood, and that through faith in 
Him we have full forgiveness. He has His holy sacraments ad- 
ministered to us, and thereby seals unto us the remission of our 
sins. Blessed is he that hears the Word and receives the sacrament 
in true faith! Rom. 8, 1. 


II. 


a. Text, vv. 10—14. What a stupendous miracle! Not only 
were five thousand men fed, and women and children besides, but 
when the tables had been cleared, a great deal more ‘‘remained 
over and above unto them that had eaten’’ than had been there in 
the beginning. Twelve baskets of fragments are gathered, while the 
five loaves and two fishes scarcely filled one basket. — Jesus has 
shown by this miracle that He is the Lord of nature, who can end- 
lessly multiply the food, and who is never at a loss how to pro- 
cure the means with which to supply the wants of those who abide 
with Him. 


b. Application. As the Lord could not see those thousands 
starve who tarried with Him in the wilderness and heard His Word, 
so will He not let you starve, if you cast your lot with Him, Luke 
22,35. Hebr. 13,5. He is the Savior of the body also. You must 
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remember, however, that the welfare of your immortal soul exceeds 
the welfare of your mortal body. He will protect you from acci- 
dents, remove diseases, bless you with earthly goods, if your im- 
mortal soul is benefited thereby. But He has not promised freedom 
from all ills of this life, John 16, 33. Acts 14, 22. 


Conclusion. Let us remain with our dear Savior, and not be 
misled by those who seek their happiness upon this earth. It is 
better to be with Christ in the wilderness of sorrow and want than 
to be without Him in the world of joy and pleasure. He provides 
for our souls, and does not neglect our bodies. Has: 


Easter Sunday. 
Marx 16, 1—8. 
This is the day the Lord hath made, etc. 
To-day He rose and left the dead, etc. 
(English Hymnbook, No. 13, 1. 2.) 

Our Redeemer was laid in the tomb when His sufferings were 
ended on Good Friday. How must Satan have triumphed when he 
had Him in the grave whom he had tempted in vain in the wilder- 
ness! Luke 22,53. But it was Jesus’ love to us all that made Him 
suffer and enter into the dark chambers of death. It was love that 
made Him submit to the scoffing, scourging, spitting, smiting on 
Good Friday. So it was love that induced the great Son of God to 
enter into the realm of the king of terrors for us all. What an aw- 
ful thing when the Author and Giver of life went into death, when 
God Himself died! Was it strange that the sun suffered an obscu- 
ration, the sky put on mourning, the frame of Nature shook when 
the Lord of glory gave up the ghost? Was it strange that rocks 
rent as if in commiseration of what might rend even a heart of 
stone; that the disciples hung their heads in sorrow, sadness, and 
silence, when their Master was entombed?— But glory to God in 
the highest! God made true His promise that He would not suffer 
His Holy One to see corruption, Ps. 16, 10. God has taken Him 
from prison and from judgment according to His prediction, Is. 
53,8. On the third day our loving Redeemer was raised again 
from the dead at the rising of the sun, and the empty tomb dis- 
closed the fact of His resurrection. 


THE SIGNS AND THE FACT OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION. 


I. The signs of His resurrection. 
Il. The fact of His resurrection. 
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I. 


The signs of Christ’s resurrection, as enumerated in our Gos- 
pel, are the sun rising, the stone rolled away, and the tomb empty. 


a. The sun rising, vv. 1.2. Darkness was still hanging over 
the city of Jerusalem as these women passed through the gate and 
hastened toward the sepulcher. But in the East there is no dawn 
‘ of any duration. They had not yet reached the garden in which the 
sepulcher was when the orb of day appeared over the hills of Beth- 
any. The sun rose and it was light. Should not the rising sun 
have been to them a sign of Christ’s resurrection? Was not this 
the third day after His crucifixion? Had not Jesus told them time 
and again that He would rise on the third day? Matt. 12, 40. 
John 2, 19. 21. Mark 9, 31. Luke 18, 33. When, therefore, the 
sun came forth on the third day, this was a sign of His promised 
resurrection; for rather must the sun be stayed in his course than 
that His Word can fail.—The sun should be unto us a sign re- 
minding us of the resurrection morn when the Son of God made 
true His promise and broke the fetters of death. 


b. The stone rolled away, vv. 3.4. The rising sun not having 
brought to their memory the promise of their Master as to His res- 
urrection, we should think that now they must remember His words 
when they see that the stone is rolled away. This was another sign 
of His resurrection. The stone was rolled away from the sepulcher, 
but the stone of sorrow was not removed from their hearts. What a 
load would have been taken from them had they remembered and 
fully believed Christ’s Word !— The stone is rolled away. Christ’s 
resurrection should rid us of all our doubts, troubles, and sorrows. 
Are you troubled with doubt concerning the faith? Christ’s resur- 
rection is the divine seal which attests all things that are written in 
the Bible. Are you troubled about your sins? Christ’s resurrection 
must convince you that the Savior’s work for you was not in vain. 
It is the solemn declaration on the part of God that your redemp- 
tion is an accomplished fact, that your sins are actually forgiven; 
it is the general absolution pronounced upon all the children of men. 
Or is there anything else that oppresses you? Christ’s resurrection 
should induce you joyfully to lift up your head and to say, I know 
that my Redeemer liveth and that all things must work together 
for good to them that love God. 

c. The tomb empty, vv. 5.6. This was the most convincing 
sign of Christ’s resurrection the women beheld when they entered 
the dark tomb. They expected to find the cold and stiff corpse. 
How great must have been their surprise when they found the tomb 
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void of its occupant! Their surprise was changed into fright when 
they lifted up their eyes and beheld a figure clad in pure white, an 
angel keeping watch in the sepulcher. — What an important sign is 
the empty tomb! Death could not hold Him who died for us, and 
where He is there shall we also be. Death shall not hold us. As 
our dear Lord suffered death, so must we all finally succumb to this 
last enemy, and our bodies must be laid in the grave. But a day 
will come in which this corruptible shall put on incorruption. Christ 
became the first-fruits of them that sleep, and on the last day we 
shall rise and enter into life eternal. 


II. 


a. The announcement of the fact of Christ’s resurrection, vv. 6—8. 
As an angel from heaven was the first to announce to men the fact 
of the Savior’s birth, so was an angel the first to announce the fact 
of Christ’s resurrection. In many other passages does the Bible bear 
record of this fact, Acts 2, 31. 32. Rom. 4, 25. 1 Cor. 15, 17—20. 
1 Pet. 1, 21. 

b. The fact itself. It is true that no mortal eye was permitted 
to behold the resurrection itself. The circumstances attending the 
fact of Christ’s resurrection are described by Matthew, ch. 28, 2—4. 
All this was done while Christ was rising from the dead. The 
sepulcher was still sealed when, in an instant, the limbs that a mo- 
ment before had been stiff and stark in death were in motion. The 
Savior rises: He rises by His own and the Father’s power; He rises 
in glory indescribable. But no mortal eye beheld this process of the 
Son of God’s return from death into life. 

©. The incontestability of this fact. Christ’s resurrection, though 
itself witnessed by no man, is established beyond all doubt by the 
consequences thereof. Can you deny the rising of the sun in the 
morning which you did not see when you behold the sun.in his 
course during the day? And can you deny Christ’s resurrection 
which no one has seen when you behold Him in life after His death 
and burial? Did not Jesus remain upon this earth for forty days 
after His resurrection, appearing to His disciples, eating and drink- 
ing with them, teaching them many things, and instituting Baptism 
and the ministerial office, and finally ascend into heaven before the 
eyes of His followers? Acts 10, 40—42. Is not the subsequent es- 
tablishment of the Christian religion in the world and its victory 
over the old established systems of heathenism conclusive evidence 
of Christ’s resurrection? Is not the Christian Church, upheld against 
the world and the very gates of hell, a memorial of Christ’s resur- 
rection, a living monument which proclaims to all generations unto 
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the end of the world the fact that Christ is risen, that He lives, 
rules, and governs His people? 
Let us rejoice in our glorious faith which is built on a founda- 
tion that can never be overthrown. Let us bear witness to those 
who know not of Christ’s glorious resurrection and its result for sin- 
ful man, as also the angel exhorted the women to tell it to others. 


Mighty Victor, reign forever, etc. (Hymn 98, 4.) 
B:#: 


Easter Monday. 
Luke 24, 18—35. 

It was late in the afternoon on the day of our Lord’s resur- 
rection when the things happened which have been recorded in 
this Gospel. The central figure in this story is our risen Lord. 
The two disciples probably belonged to the group of the seventy. 
The one’s name was Cleopas, and the other is commonly supposed 
to be the writer of the story, St. Luke. We are not told why these 
two left Jerusalem while the rest of the disciples remained in the 
city. They may have had their night’s lodging at Emmaus during 
the Passover. Jerusalem was usually overcrowded at the Passover, 
and the pilgrims from abroad who could not find lodgings in the 
city would attend the celebration at the temple in the day and repair 
to the neighboring villages towards evening to find lodgings for the 
night. — Now as these two men walked along, they were overtaken 
by a man who was a stranger in their sight, but in whom, later on, 
they recognized their own beloved Master. And how kindly did Jesus 
speak to them! How friendly did He deal with them! 


WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS. 


I. A Friend to bear all our sins and griefs. 
II. A Friend to share all our sorrows. 
III. A Friend who never forsakes us. 


T, 

‘‘And, behold, two of them ... walk and are sad ?”” Vy. 13—17. 
Not in a joyful mood did these disciples walk along the road. It 
was in the springtime of the year, and all nature around them was 
astir with new life. But these men walked with their heads bowed 
down. Grief filled their hearts, and grief spoke out of their eyes. 
Just then Jesus approached and walked with them, but they knew 
Him not. All His disciples had forsaken Him and fled when He 
was taken captive in Gethsemane. Not one of them had the cour- 
age to come before Pilate and to testify that the charges brought 
forth against their Master were false. Also these two had kept 
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themselves at a safe distance when Jesus was sentenced to death. 
Nevertheless, Jesus did not forsake His disciples. Scarcely was He 
risen from the dead when He looked for those whom He loved to 
dispel all their doubts as to His resurrection, and to remove all 
their griefs. 

Behold, what a Friend we have in Jesus. To this day He 
comes to us as we journey upon the pathway of life, though our 
eyes are holden that we should not know Him. He approaches us 
invisibly in His divine Word when we are sad and despondent. He 
speaks to us kindly and desires to remove all our sins and griefs. 
Often we must blame ourselves when griefs have come tous. But in 
Jesus we have a Friend who will not cast us away from Him because 
of our sins, John 1,29. Matt. 18,11. Is.53,4.5. (Hymn 481, 1.) 


Th, 

He is a Friend who shares all our sorrows. What an interest 
did He take in the private affairs of the disciples of Emmaus, and 
how sympathizingly did He listen to their tale of woe! Vv. 18—24. 
Jesus did not interrupt Cleopas, though He knew all these things 
better than this disciple did. Cleopas was permitted to pour out 
his heart and to tell all his troubles. 

So may we entrust to our dear Lord all our sorrows, and tell 
Him everything that troubles us, though He is fully acquainted 
with all our ailments, and knows all about them before we tell Him. 
As He urged Cleopas to tell his troubles, so does He urge and com- 
mand us to confide to Him all our sorrows, Matt. 7, 7.8. Ps. 50, 15. 
And why does He desire that we communicate our sorrows to Him? 
Because He shares our sorrows. He sympathizes with us. He is 
interested in our welfare. (Hymn 431, 2.) 


IH. 

Finally, we have in Jesus a Friend who never forsakes us, 
vv. 25—34. So much had Jesus endeared Himself to these two dis- 
ciples that they constrained Him to abide with them. Their hearts 
burned within them, as He opened to them the Scriptures. What 
must they have felt when their understanding was enlightened so 
that they beheld how all these things had to be according to Moses 
and the prophets! They were drawn to this new acquaintance of 
theirs whose explanation of the Scripture was so convincing and so 
comforting. They loathed to part with Him. And He was easily 
persuaded to tarry with them. Jesus did not forsake them. Even 
when He had vanished out of their sight, He was still with them 
invisibly, not only in their hearts, but present bodily, according to 
His exalted humanity. 
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In Jesus we have a Friend who never forsakes us. Earthly 
friends often desert us and prove false. Jesus remains with us al- 
ways, according to His promise, Matt. 28,20. He comes to us 
when we are in trouble, and abides with us, and comforts us with 
His life-giving Word, Prov. 18, 24. Let us cling to Him, as the 
disciples of Emmaus did, remain true to Him in faith and in love 
unto ourend. (Hymn 431, 3.) Eb 


The Suffering Obedience of the Messiah. 


A SERIES OF LENTEN OUTLINES ON OLD TESTAMENT TEXTS. 


Vs 
Tae Os, 12 

Death! what dreadful visions does this one word cause to 
arise in the mind of man! Grave! what terrors does this one word 
bring'to the soul! Death, this mighty prince, whose power extends 
over all mankind, sits in sullen and somber majesty on his awful 
throne. His insignia are the hourglass of time and the scythe of 
destruction. His breath sends forth the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness, Ps. 91, 6, and plagues and famines are the works of his 
bidding. At the slightest beckon of his hand tens of thousands are 
slain, and ten times ten thousand fall prostrate in the dust of cor- 
ruption. Before his presence stands all mankind with fear and 
trembling, watching his every motion, for they all know that at some 
time he will lay his icy hand on their heart and bid it cease its beat- 
ings. But at what time this will be, this they know not. For some- 
times he comes in the uproar of war, then again on the lowering 
clouds of the storm. Sometimes he rides on the crest of the mighty 
waves of the flood as on a silvery chariot, then again he comes 
stealthily and silently in the deathly vapors of disease. But come 
he will! Etc.—Is there no help, no consolation to be found for us 
poor mortals? Is there no comfort in the presence of this grim de- 
stroyer of life? There is! 2 Tim. 1, 10. Hebr. 2,14. Messiah 
destroyed death, the power of death, through His death on the cross. 
Let us consider this sweet, consoling truth in the light of the word 
of prophecy : 


: MESSIAH DEAD. 
We notice 


I. That Messiah truly and actually died. 

a. Messiah is true God, the Prince of life: Is. 7, 14: ‘‘Im- 
manuel;” Is. 9, 6: ‘the mighty God, the everlasting Father;”’ 
Jer. 23, 6: ‘the Lord,’’ Jehovah. 
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b. But Messiah is also true man: ‘‘the Seed of the woman,’ 
Gen. 3, 15; the Son of a virgin, Is. 7, 14. 

c. Messiah, the God-man, truly and actually died. He was 
brought ‘into the dust of death,’’ Ps. 22, 15; ‘‘He was cut off out 
of the land of the living,’’ Is. 53, 8; ‘‘He poured out His soul unto 
death,”’ Is. 53, 12. 

Alas! and did my Savior bleed 
And did my Sov’reign die? 


Well might the sun in darkness hide, 
And shut his glories in, 
When God, the mighty Maker, died 
For man the creature’s sin. (Hymn 59, 1. 3.) 


O sorrow dread! 
Our God is dead! (Hymn 75, 2.) 


II. That Messiah voluntarily died, for our sins. 

a. He died voluntarily, Is. 53, 12: ‘‘He hath poureth out,’ ac- 
tive; conf. Is. 53, 10, marginal reading. See John 10, 17.18. Matt. 
26, 58. 54. John 10, 15. 

b. He died for our sins, Is. 53, 10: ‘‘He made His soul an 
offering for sin;’’ ‘‘He bare the sins of many,’’ v. 12; conf. v. 4. 5. 

c. Thus was fulfilled the glorious promise, Hos. 13, 14; conf. 
1 Cor. 15, 54. 56. 2 Tim. 1, 10. (Hymn 85, 1.) 


VI. 
13..63,9. 


“Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return,’’ Gen. 3, 19. 
These were the last words which God spoke to Adam and Eve in 
Eden. These words also describe the last scene in the earthly his- 
tory of man. When his remains have been lowered into the grave, 
the silence prevailing in the vicinity of this chamber of death is 
broken by the solemn words: ‘‘Earth to earth; ashes to ashes; dust 
to dust!’’ The grave is closed, and ere long the memory of this man 
has faded away. Verily, Ps. 103, 15. 16!— Dust to dust! that is the 
end of all strength and beauty of man. ‘‘The paths of glory lead 
but to the grave!’’ Every grave is a monument to death’s victory 
over life. But more, the grave is a proof of the fact that man is a 
sinner, and as such subject to the curse and wrath of God. For it 
was not always thus. The awful verdict: ‘Dust thou art,’’ etc., 
was not pronounced against man until after he hadsinned. That is 
what gives the grave its horrors, what makes it so dreadful for man: 
he knows and feels that it is the vengeance of divine justice which 
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thus delivers his body unto corruption and decay. Yes, the grave 
is a disgrace which came upon us all because of sin. — To deliver us 
from this shame and disgrace, to rob the grave of its terrors, Mes- 
siah, Jesus, our blessed Savior, Himself descended into the grave, 
permitted Himself to be buried. St. Paul expressly states that this 
came to pass “according to the Scriptures,’’ 7. e., the prophecies of 
the Old Testament, 1 Cor. 15, 4. Let us, therefore, consider this 
last act of the suffering obedience of Messiah in the light of these 
prophecies. 
MESSIAH BURIED. 

We notice 

I. His burial. 

(Literal version of text: ‘‘ And His grave was prepared with the 
wicked, but in His death He was with the rich.’’) 

a. Messiah was truly buried, because He was truly dead, Is. 53, 
8.10.12. Ps. 22, 15. 

b. Messiah’s enemies, in their mind, had prepared His grave 
with the wicked (text). They had ‘‘numbered Him with the trans- 
gressors,’’ Is. 53, 12, and would have Him treated as a malefactor 
even in His death. 

c. But their counsels came to naught, Is. 8, 10, for ‘‘in His 
death He was with the rich.’’ He was not wicked, ‘‘He had done no 
violence ;’’? He was ‘‘the righteous Servant,’’ v. 11; conf. Matt. 28, 
57—61. Mark 15, 42—46. Luke 23, 50—53. John 19, 8388—42. 

“The Master sleeps. The long hours pass slowly while He lies 
upon the stony couch. His soul is in Paradise where on this day 
... the repentant thief is with Him in His bliss.... Let the poor, 
torn body lie there, its time of toil and trial all passed by. ... In 
the dignity of death, in the darkness of the rocky cave, the Master 
sleeps on, undisturbed by the jesting and the oaths and the tramp- 
ing of the guard outside. The prisoner of the Roman soldiers; the 
prisoner of Death. Let Him rest in peace till the time for awaken- 
ing comes!’ (Miller.) (Hymn 80.) 

II. The sweet comfort and consolation we derive from His burial. 

a. Messiah thereby stripped the grave of its power and its ter- 
rors, Hos. 13, 14; conf. 1 Cor. 15, 54. 56. 

b. He thereby hallowed our graves and made them places of 
sweet and peaceful repose for us who believe in Him, Is. 26, 20; 
57, 2. 

a Asleep in Jesus! blessed sleep! etc. (Hymn 370.) 
I would not live alway; no, welcome the tomb, etc. (Hymn 376, 3.) 


J. A. F. 
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